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The murder in late November of a prominent former leftist leader in San Pedro Sula has once
again raised concern over the continued existence of clandestine military structures dedicated to
combating political opponents. According to eyewitness accounts, former Communist Party (Partido
Comunista de Honduras, PCH) leader Rigoberto Quezada was shot to death at point blank range
by two assailants on Nov. 24. The shooting occurred in broad daylight while Quezada was sitting in
his car at a traffic light of a busy San Pedro Sula intersection. Rigoberto Padilla Rush, PCH secretary
general, attributed the murder to Honduran "death squads." Padilla Rush described Quezada as
a person "well-known for his participation in trade union activities and the democratic struggle in
favor of the majority of impoverished Hondurans." Padilla Rush called on President Rafael Callejas
and Human Rights Ombudsman Leo Valladares to carry out a thorough investigation into the
killing. Coincidentally, Valladares is due to deliver a report in late December on the cases of about
140 persons who were disappeared in Honduras during the 1980s. In Nov. 25 comments to reporters,
another former rebel leader, Carlos Amaya, also attributed the Quezada killing to military-linked
death squads. "There is no doubt about it," said Amaya. "This is the method of assassinations
used by the 3-16 Battalion." The 3-16 Battalion is a semi-clandestine intelligence unit linked to
the Honduran security forces. The military says the unit was disbanded in 1989, but human rights
groups insist that it was never dissolved and in fact remains active today. Like Padilla Rush and
dozens of other leaders from the Honduran left, Quezada had returned to Honduras in 1991 under a
government amnesty program. Many of those who took advantage of the amnesty came together in
September 1993 to form the Democratic Unification Party (Partido Unificacion Democratica, PUD).
But formation of the party came too late to allow participation in this year's general elections (see
NotiSur 10/01/93). As a result, the left will not be able to participate in electoral politics until the next
election, scheduled for November 1997. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish
news service EFE, 11/24/93, 11/25/93; Agence France-Presse, 11/25/93)
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